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Warm Pacific Greetings

Talofa lava, Malo e lelei, Kia orana, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Mālo ni, Ni sa bula
vinaka, Noa’ia, Fakatalofa, Kam na mauri, Kia ora.

Ancestral Intelligence (AI) in action at the STEM Conference and EXPO
2023.
 
As you read this article, bear in mind that this story could have been written by
an AI (Artificial Intelligence) tech programme. This is what we saw, over the
weekend, at the South Auckland STEM Conference & Expo that was held at the
Due Drop Events Centre in Manukau. The theme for this year, ‘Weaving
Indigenous knowledge with 21st Century Innovation’ was of special interest to
the Centre for Pacific Languages.
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The expo was an opportunity for the next generation of Pacific youth to
immerse themselves in the world of cutting-edge technology.  It was great to
hear about ground-breaking discoveries and informative insights in the fast-
paced area of tech.  It had a range of mind-blowing exhibits and interactive
displays from an array of exhibitors from the power-house tech corporates such
as Microsoft New Zealand to the South Auckland Creative and Tech Hub, an
initiative of Matangi Fou which explores the ‘Future of Work’ and ‘Jobs of the
Future’ for Pacific peoples in South Auckland.  An initiative run by the Cause
Collective, it offers a range of tech programmes in the area of coding,
multimedia, animation and graphic design to name a few.  The conference jaw
dropping showcase for AI was a demonstration of a Rihanna song being sung
by Frank Sinatra – some can say by the time this piece gets written, the AI tech
has already moved on.

One of the key messages of the conference, shared by some of the panelist on
the day highlighted the need for cultural knowledge and indigenous values to
be part of the tech evolution, especially as it moves into the space of artificial
intelligence.  A technology that has been around for many years but only
recently has become a ‘game changer’ in shaping the world as we know it. 
Dan Walker (Ngāti Ruanui, Ngāti Maniapoto, Tūhourangi and Ngāti
Kahungunu) of Microsoft NZ, has the view that having more Pacific and Maori
in the tech space, will naturally bring this cultural knowledge as part of their
kaupapa to the work that they do.  In his own story, Dan in an interview with Te
Ao Maori News (2020) says that ‘Māoritanga has accelerated his own career in
the IT/Tech sector’.  Dan says that “My journey of understanding my reo,
connecting back to my marae, back in Ngāti Ruanui South Taranaki, and really
going on that journey of understanding who I was from a wakapapa perspective
has been the growth journey really,”.



The Centre for Pacific Languages congratulates Mary Aue and Coconut
Wireless for delivering and hosting this very important event.  A true labor of
love and a real commitment to the cause.  There are wider implications for this
Talanoa that extends beyond the STEM programmes and for the Centre for
Pacific Languages, the endless possibilities it can open-up, in its work on
Pacific language revitalisation and the value of harnessing our Ancestral
Intelligence and cultural knowledge in the fast-moving tech space.
 
For more on this story check out the Centre for Pacific Languages Website. 
FYI - this story was not written by an AI programme, but an Ancestral
Intelligence (AI) inspired real Pacific person.

Action Plan For Pacific Education

The 2023 refresh of the Action Plan for Pacific Education was released in July
2023 by the Ministry of Education.  According to Fatulatetele Tolo - Policy
Director at the Ministry of Education, the '2023 refresh of the Action Plan
strengthens our strategic commitment to Pacific languages in education and
commits to a further set of Government actions'.

The refresh of the Action Plan for Pacific Education 2023 includes the
Government’s current investment, further actions and captures the focus on
Pacific languages in education.  The Minister for Education, The Hon Jo Luxton
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has stated that the '2023 Action Plan sets out the new actions we started since
2020 to further support Pacific success, as well as the actions we are
continuing from 2020. It articulates the Government’s commitment to Pacific
languages in education and to growing Pacific bilingual and immersion
education'.

The 2023 refresh of the Action Plan includes: 

a strengthened focus on Pacific bilingual and immersion education and
Pacific Languages in Education through a change to Key Shift 1
the next set of Government actions that will further contribute to achieving
the vision and five key shifts for Pacific education success.

Hard copies of the 2023 refreshed Action Plan for early learning centres,
schools and tertiary institutions will be available to order from the end of
September 2023. To order, go to www.thechair.co.nz or email -
orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz

You can find the 2023 Action Plan online at to the Ministry of Education
website as well as information about supporting Pacific languages in education.

The Centre for Pacific Languages welcomes the 2023 Refresh Action Plan for
Pacific Education and its commitment to Pacific languages in education.  We
urge all our Pacific communities of learning to respond to the Action Plan by
using the Ministry of Education pre-set templates and guidance as a starting
point.  This will support you to respond to the Action Plan within your own early
learning service, school or tertiary institution.  You can also email them on
- http://pacific.educationconversation@education.govt.nz
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